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Endowing graduate student fellowships a natural next step for the Latours 

Rob and Jennifer Latour began their professional careers and met each other at VIMS. Jennifer 
arrived first. She grew up in Gloucester and learned about VIMS from a high school friend. 
While a student at Christopher Newport University, she took a part-time job washing glassware 
in a VIMS chemistry lab. Jennifer went on to hold professional roles in finance and 
administration during three separate stints as a VIMS employee. In 2000, Rob heard about a 
VIMS postdoc while at a conference as a grad student. Eighteen years later, he is now a professor 
of marine science and says, “One hundred percent of my life — personal and professional — can 
be traced back to VIMS.”  

The couple knew they wanted to give back. Jennifer is proud that Gloucester County is home to a 
national marine research institute that serves as “a scientific broker,” providing hard data in its 
environmental advocacy. For Rob, the opportunity to train graduate students was, and is, a huge 
draw. “Both Jennifer and I hold VIMS as a special place. We believe in all aspects of the mission 
— education, research, and advisory.” It only seemed natural for the couple to establish the 
Robert and Jennifer Latour Fellowship Endowment. 

Because of the endowment, VIMS will be able to offer more competitive financial packages for 
prospective graduate students in fisheries. The Latours want to support those pursuing studies of 
marine animals and ecosystems, especially with a quantitative or modeling focus within a policy 
or management context. 

Rob is certain that, “Responding to tomorrow’s challenges is going to require highly critical, 
interdisciplinary people.” And every day, through the lab and in the classroom and on the water, 
he is preparing scientists who will be problem solvers. He admits the timing for establishing the 
endowment may seem unusual. Rob is mid-career, he is not making this commitment as a 
retirement gift to VIMS. “I want to enjoy the dividends now. Meeting the students who receive 
the fellowships, I will experience the more human dimension of what this endowment makes 
possible.” 

In early 2018, Jennifer returned to her alma mater, becoming CNU’s vice president for strategy 
and planning. But you never really leave VIMS. According to Jennifer, “It is a tight-knit 
community — VIMSers are lifers.” She knows she’ll always be tied to VIMS. “After all, our 
home is only a one-mile boat ride from campus.”
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